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Course Syllabus
2012-2013
Ms. Youssef





    Classroom Number:  118

Phone:  (313) 724-8990 ext. 132

      E-mail: kyoussef@starpsa.org
Website: http://www.aplitsia.weebly.com                 Twitter: @KamTeaches

A. Description
The Advanced Placement (AP) Literature and Composition course is a rigorous program which provides an opportunity for secondary students to pursue and receive credit for college-level course work completed at the secondary school level.  The goal of an AP course is to help students refine the core reading and writing skills that are needed for their success at college. In an AP class, students learn to read and comprehend some of the masterpieces of poetry, plays, novels and short stories written in various time periods from various cultures.  Students will learn how to interpret literature by taking into consideration the writers’ use of language, images, characters, action in addition to the various techniques used to evoke emotional responses from readers.  Students will also connect literature to its historical time periods and to their own lives.  Ultimately, these critical skills in close reading, analysis, inferences, and evaluation will strengthen students’ writing skills. Not only are students expected to demonstrate and develop their analytical thinking in assessments and class discussions but they must also express their ideas proficiently in writing. Writing is heavily emphasized in this course.  Students will refine their skills in writing analytical essays about literature, journals, persuasive essays, personal essays, and more.  All of this is done to prepare students both for the AP Literature and Composition exam and for college.
B. Course Objectives 

1. To have students develop the ability to independently read and comprehend literature (THE WRITTEN WORD).
2. To have students understand how the elements of literature strategically express a theme.

3. To have students critically understand the cultural and historical context of works of literature.

4. To have students develop the ability to recognize how language is used to deliver a certain message.

5. To have students understand the conventions of the English language and adjust writing style to fit the appropriate audience and purpose. 

6. To have students develop and strengthen vocabulary skills – as they recognize and utilize language.

7. To have students critically analyze “texts” and explain the valid, reasonable evidence for their conclusions.

8. To have students actively participate in student-led discussions, expressing themselves with confidence and logical reasoning; to have students lead these discussions collaboratively and democratically.
9. To have students truly connect the content of the classroom with the content of their lives.

10. To have students create their own works of literature, using the elements and skills of “the masters” of literature themselves.

11. To have students develop their own goals inside and outside the classroom; to have students create and execute a feasible plan to achieve them.

12. To have students develop skills to logically reason in both their written and verbal expression. 
13. To have students always ask why and to know how to develop an answer to that question.

Throughout the year, both Ms. Youssef and you, as the student, will be tracking how your growth on these objectives.   We will be using the Common Assessments to do this; see Section E. Grading and Assessment for details.
C. Course Organization 

This course will examine how these three elements interact: literature, history/culture, and (drumroll, please…) yourself! Students will be reading, dissecting, and writing about literature at a rigorous AP level while, at the same time, they will be analyzing how this work of literature has been influenced by its historical or cultural context. How has this piece of literature changed the world? What does this piece of literature tell us about the world? What does this piece of literature tell me about myself? What can this piece of literature tell others? What is the power of the written word? And why is the written word even powerful? Our course seeks to find answers to these questions. 

The units of this course are focused around thematic questions; throughout the units, we will use literary texts, historical and cultural texts, as well as personal experiences and pop culture to analyze themes. Students will engage in diverse learning activities including but not limited to: debates, student-led discussions, all types of writing, acting, and teaching.

This course is designed to prepare students for the challenges of the “real world” and of the AP Literature and Composition exam.  As a result, the course organization focuses on close reading, intensive literary analysis, student-led discussion, and writing. Students are expected to read the assigned literature at home, taking diligent notes, and coming to class prepared to collaboratively share, discuss, and question. At the beginning of the course, students will be writing approximately one essay every two weeks.  We will gradually build upon this and eventually get to about an essay a week to prepare for the exam.  
Beyond the scope of the exam, students will be preparing throughout the year for a literally and figuratively BIG research paper. Details about the BIG paper will be revealed in the beginning of the year.

D. Texts and Highly Recommended Supplies
Course texts will include but are not limited to the following:
1. Invisible Man by Ralph Ellison

2. Hamlet by William Shakespeare 

3. Rosencrantz and Guildenstern are Dead by Tom Stoppard

4. Poetry (various forms and authors)

5. Gulliver’s Travels by Jonathan Swift

6. Heart of Darkness by Joseph Conrad

7. Things Fall Apart by Chinua Achebe
8. 1984 by George Orwell
9. “Antigone” by Sophocles

10. “Oedipus Rex” by Sophocles
The highly recommended materials for class include:

· (1) 2” 3 ring binder with at least 5 dividers

· (1) Folder with at least two pockets

· (2) Packs of college-ruled loose leaf paper

· (1) Composition notebook to be used ONLY for this class

· Student planner (provided by the school)

· Acceptable writing utensils
All of these items can be found for very cheap at dollar stores and such. If there is a concern about purchasing these materials, please contact me in person or via email.
E. Grading and Assessment
*Grades will be given on a four-point scale (much like your grade point average).  ALL of your grades will be on this four-point mastery scale, and you cannot earn half-grades.  (There won’t be any 3.5s or 2.5s.)

· 4 = A, Unique, outstanding, advanced, remarkable, masterful

· 3 = B, Solid, very good, clearly proficient

· 2 = C, Somewhat proficient, adequate, partially proficient

· 1 = D, Weak, poor, limited understanding/proficiency

· 0 = F, Basic, simple understanding/knowledge.  

*Year-long grades are based proficiency demonstrated on the following:

· POWERStandard Assessments (larger, summative assessments)

· Formative Assessments (smaller assessments building to the summative assessment)

· Common Assessments (pre, mid-year and final course assessments)
1. Gates-McGinitie – Reading Comprehension & Vocabulary
2. AP English Literature & Composition Exam

3. Written Literary Analysis

So… how am I going to be graded, Ms. Youssef?

Your grade will be based on POWERStandards (which are found to the right), and your demonstration of proficiency on those POWERStandards.  Through the POWERStandards we have identified the most important concepts, knowledge, and skills for you to master in each course.   Every single assignment we do in class will be directly tied to one of the POWERStandards.  

All these smaller assignments (likes quizzes, homework, in-class work, short paragraph writing, etc.) are called formative assessments.  The formative assignments are made to prepare you for the summative POWERStandard assessments.  If you do poorly on the formative assessments and don’t take them seriously… guess what?  You won’t do well on the POWERStandard assessments.  But if you take the formative assignments seriously, use them as feedback/advice, and learn from them, you will definitely do well on the big POWERStandard assessments.  (For example, if you’re getting 0s and 1s on the formative assessments and you’re not taking them that seriously, you’re most likely going to get a 0 or 1 on the POWERStandard assessment.  And vice versa, if you take the formative assessments seriously, do well and earn 3s and 4s on them, you will certainly earn 3s and 4s—A’s and B’s—on the POWERStandard assessments.)  

Common assessments are the mid-year exam and the end-of-year exam, and ALL courses will have these. 

Measuring your learning in this way is realistic and rigorous. As your teacher, I am holding you up to a high standard and actually expecting you to meet it. 

I know you can.
English Language Arts POWERStandards

(from the National Common Core Standards)

Reading Literature & Informational Text
RL/I.1:  Read closely to establish what the text says explicitly and to make logical inferences from it; cite specific textual evidence when writing or speaking to support evaluations, analysis, and conclusions drawn from the text.
RL/I.2:  Determine central ideas or themes of a text and assess/analyze their development; summarize the key supporting details and ideas.

RL/I.4:  Interpret words and phrases as they are used in a text, including determining technical, connotative, and figurative meanings, and evaluate/analyze how specific word choices shape meaning or tone.

Writing
W.1:  Write arguments to support claims in an analysis of substantive topics or texts, using valid reasoning and relevant and sufficient evidence.

W.2:  Write informative/explanatory texts to examine and convey complex ideas and information clearly and accurately through the effective selection, organization, and analysis of content.

W.7:  Conduct short as well as more sustained research projects based on focused questions, demonstrating understanding of the subject under investigation.

Speaking & Listening
SL.1:  Prepare for and participate effectively in a range of conversations and collaborations with diverse partners, building on others’ ideas and expressing their own clearly and persuasively.

SL.4:  Present information, findings, and supporting evidence such that listeners can follow the line of reasoning and the organization, development, and style are appropriate to task, purpose, and audience.

F. Expectations  
Everyone is expected to be:

· Prepared

· Readings, homework, assignments, notes, dialectical journals are completed thoroughly and on time. You are prepared to participate in class every day.

· Materials are in hand. Not in your locker or on your bed.

· Polite

· Respect your classmates’ right to learn as well as your own. If you are distracting others or yourself from the class goals, then you are not respecting everyone’s right to learn.

· When disagreeing with something, attack the idea and not the person who shared it.

· Do not talk when others are talking. Listen. Better yet, actively listen. (Definition of “active listening”: ___________________________________________________________________________________)

· Positive

· If you believe you can do well, you will do well. 

· Mistakes are learning opportunities – it’s normal if you or someone else doesn’t get it right on the first try. 

· Punctual

· Tardiness is not acceptable. 
· Class will begin right on schedule and in-class work will be timed. That’s right, I have a stopwatch and I am not afraid to use it! 

· Assignments must be turned in ON time, EVERY time. Assignments that are received within 1 week of the due date will automatically get a 50% score deduction. Assignments received after 1 week past the due date can only be scored at 25% of the original score. This is not to punish students but to prepare them for realistic scenarios.

· Professional

· School uniform policy applies here. This is school, not a fashion show. You want to impress others? Do it with your intellect.

· No food or drink. Period! 

· No phones, mp3 players, or other electronic devices. This is a school policy. If I see it, it will be confiscated. If your parent or guardian needs to reach you while you are in class, they should call the school. You are young adults and I expect that you will not call/text/tweet/update-your-status/etc. in the classroom. There will be times when I want us to use electronics (including cell phones) for the sake of learning in our class. However, if you do not show responsible maturity in this regard, we will not use these real-world/real-life tools in the classroom.
· Be organized. We will use several systems of organization in our class – some of these are mandatory. No, it is not because I am a tyrant. Systems of organization are key for success in any regard and by practicing these mandatory in-class systems, you are figuring out what your best method for organization is. 
· Regarding passes, students can only go to the bathroom during independent work time. Students will get three bathroom passes a semester – use them wisely. 
G. Consequences 

The following consequences will be applied as needed: 

1) Contacting parents/guardians

2) After-school detention 

3) Reflection essay
4) ISS/OSS/30 minutes of wall sits
5) Other… I reserve the right to be creative.
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